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LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE  

EUROPEAN CHARTER OF LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT (INCORPORATION) 

(SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM ANGUS COUNCIL 

 
 
1. The main aim of the Bill is to make the European Charter of Local Self-
Government directly enforceable in Scots law and to require the Scottish 
Government to act in a way that agrees with the Charter [section 1 and 2]. Do 
you agree with this?  
Moving into recovery from COVID, it is increasingly important to have a process in 
place to enforce accountability and encourage local democracy and community wealth 
building. Improving public services to provide support that is now needed by local 
communities is a key priority. 
 
2. Section 3 of the Bill puts a general duty on the Scottish Government to 
support local government. The Scottish Government must also report to the 
Scottish Parliament about what it has done to support local government at least 
once every 5 years. Do you support section 3?  
The Local governance Review in Scotland has started to explore new ways of local 
democracy. The review was launched with COSLA to ensure Scotland’s diverse 
communities and different places have greater control and influence over decisions 
that affect them most. 

4,000 people took part in #DemocracyMatters conversations about the future of 
community decision-making. At hundreds of events across Scotland, people 
discussed whether their community should be able to take more decisions about a 
whole range of public services, and the benefits this might bring. 

The review is also considering how powers, responsibilities and resources are shared 
across national and local spheres of government, and with communities – this would 
complement the thinking behind the bill. 
 
3. Section 4 of the Bill says all legislation must be interpreted in line with the 
Charter whenever possible. Section 5 allows a court to make a “declaration of 
incompatibility”. This is a statement that a provision in a piece of legislation is 
not in line with the Charter. Where this declaration has been made, section 6 
gives the Scottish Government power to take action to fix this provision so that 
it is line with the Charter (section 6). Do you agree with these sections?  
Any issues identified as not being delivered require time to rectify. An existing tool that 
could be used to monitor this would be the Fairer Scotland Duty (FSD) – at present all 
local authorities have to carry out a FSD assessment when there is a decision that 
may impact on local peoples quality of life – there is a National coordinator leading this 
work and some process could be put in place to link this to the bill. 
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4. Section 7 allows a court to limit the consequences of a ruling that the Scottish 
Government has not complied with a duty set out elsewhere in the Bill. For 
instance, the court could provide that the effects of the ruling don’t reach back 
in time. It can also give the Scottish Government some time to take corrective 
action to address the ruling. Do you agree with section 7?  
This would be a good approach – identifying areas of development need some time to 
implement throughout the 32 Local Authorities. 
 
5. Do you have thoughts on anything else about the Bill, for example: 
• how quickly it should become law after it’s passed (section 10 says this 
should happen almost immediately) 
•what financial impact it will have if it becomes law 
• if it will have any positive or negative impact on equality or human rights. 
In 2021, the Democracy Matters conversations will continue with communities on the 
future of local decision-making and challenge people to design new autonomous and 
democratically accountable decision-making bodies that work best for them. It is 
essential that any work on the bill aligns to this work to reduce duplication. 


